
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Prayers for Marking Shloshim 
30 Days since October 7 – 22 Tishrei 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  

 

Psalm 34:13-15 

Cantor Evan Cohen (Congregation Har-El, Jerusalem) 

 
 תוֹארְִל םימִָי בהֵֹא םיִּיחַ ץפֵחָהֶ שׁיאִהָ־ימִ
ׂשּו ערָמֵָ ךְנוֹשְׁל רֹצְנ ׃בוֹט  רבֵּדַּמִָ ךיתֶפְָ
ׂשעֲַו ערָמֵ רּוס ׃המָרְמִ  םוֹלשָׁ שׁקֵּבַּ בוֹט־הֵ
 ׃ּוהפֵדְרְׇו

Who is the one who is eager for life, who desires 

years of good fortune? Guard your tongue from 

evil, your lips from deceitful speech. Shun evil 

and do good, seek amity and pursue it. 

 
 

  
 

Welcome and Lighting of Memorial Candle 

Rabbi Ayala Samuels (Chair of Maram - Council of Reform Rabbis in Israel; 
Rabbi of congregation Tfilat HaAdam, Caesarea) 

Shalom, thank you for joining us. More than a thousand civilians, soldiers and rescue personnel were 
murdered by Hamas terrorists and fallen in the battle that followed. 1151 names were allowed for 
publication so far. Most of them were murdered in what is being called the Black Shabbat. 240 hostages 
are still captive and there is no information as to their health and condition. About 40 people are defined 
as "missing" and their families may never know what happened to them. Men, women, children, 
babies…partygoers… The sorrow has no end. 

Our tradition sets dates for mourning – Shiva- seven days, shloshim-thirty, then, one year. We mark these 
times to manage grief- to contain the confusion, sorrow, and helplessness, so we begin to move back to 
life. But how can grieving for hundreds and hundreds who were so brutally murdered can be contained? 
The numbers are still growing, and we know there will be more grief. More mourning. 

This memorial service was created to affirm that our tradition sanctifies life. It teaches us that every 
human being is born in the image of God. And that saving one life brings redemption to the world. We 
remember and honor our dead. 

 הזל הז םיברע לארשי לכ
All of Israel is committed and responsible for each other. Together we create a great circle of mourning 
and support around the families and communities affected. All of you who have joined us now, did so to 
say: I am here with You. My heart breaks with your pain. You are not alone. We are not alone! Together 
we light a memorial-candle honoring our dead and our fallen.
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Walking to Caesarea – Hannah Szenesh 

Rabbi Ofek Meir (Managing Director and Headmaster Leo Baeck Education Center, Haifa) 

 
 םָלוֹעְל רמֵָּגִי אֹלּשֶׁ יִלאֵ ,יִלאֵ
 ,םִימַּהַ לשֶׁ שּׁורשְׁרִ, םָּיהְַו לוֹחהַ
 .םדָאָהָ תַלּפִתְּ, םִימַשָּׁהַ קרַבְּ

My God, I pray that these things never end: 
the sand and the sea, the rush of the waters, 
the crash of the heavens, the prayer of the 
human heart.  

 

 
  

 

I Want to Sing a Psalm of Praise – Yehuda Amichai 

Rabbi Yael Vurgan (Rabbi at Sha'ar HaNegev Regional Council) 

 
 ראָשְִּׁנשֶּׁ המַ לכְָל לֵלּהַ רישִׁ רישִָׁל הצֶוֹר יִנאֲ
 דוֹדְּנהַ ירֵוֹפּצִכְּ דדֵוֹנ אֹלְו בזֵוֹע אֹלְוּ ונתָּאִ הֹפּ
 :רשָׁ אֹלְו המָוֹרדָּ אֹלְו הָנוֹפצָ חַרֵוֹבּ אֹלְו
 ."ברָעֲמַ הצֵקְבִּ יכִֹנאְָו חרָזְמִּבַּ יבִִּל״
 תאֶ םיכִיִלשְׁמַ םָניאֵשֶׁ םיצִעֵָל רישִָׁל הצֶוֹר יִנאֲ
 יֵנבְִלְו ףרֶֹח רֹקְו ץִיקַ טהַַל םיִלבְוֹסְו םהֶיֵלעֲ
 םהֶיתֵוֹנוֹרכְזִ תאֶ םיכִיִלשְׁמַ םָניאֵשֶׁ םדָאָ
 .לֹכּהַ םיכִיִלשְׁמַּשֶׁ םדָאָ יֵנבְּמִ רתֵוֹי םיִלבְוֹסְו
 לֵלּהַ רישִׁ רישִָׁל הצֶוֹר יִנאֲ לֹכַּל לעַמֵ לבָאֲ
ׂשְל ודָּחְַי םירִאָשְִּׁנשֶׁ םיבִהֲוֹאָל  רעַצְַלּו החָמְִ
ׂשְלּו  ,םידִָלְי תוֹׂשעֲַל ,תִיבַּ תוֹׂשעֲַל .החָמְִ
 .תוֹרחֵאֲהָ תוֹנוֹעבָּו ושָׁכְעַ

I want to sing a psalm of praise to all that remains 

here with us and doesn't leave, doesn't wander 

off like migratory birds, will not flee to the north 

or the south, will not sing "my heart is in the east, 

and I dwell at the end of the west." I want to sing 

to the trees that do not shed their leaves and that 

suffer the searing summer heat and the cold of 

winter, and to human beings who do not shed 

their memories and who suffer more than those 

who shed everything. But above all, I want to sing 

a psalm of praise to the lovers who stay together 

for joy, for sorrow and for joy. To make a home, 

to make babies, now and in other seasons. 
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Blessing for Those Serving in the Israel Defense Forces (from Siddur Tefilat Ha-Adam) 

Merav Stern (Israeli Rabbinic Student, Hebrew Union College, 
retired IDF officer and mother of IDF soldiers, member of congregation Tfilat HaAdam, Caesarea) 

 
 ,בֹקעֲַיְו קחָצְִי םהָרָבְאַּ וניתֵוֹבאְֲ ךרֵַבֵּשֶׁ ימִ
ׂשּ וניתֵוֹמּאְִו ְ ךרֵבְָי אּוה ,לחֵרְָו האֵָל הקָבְרִ הרָָ
ׂשִיְל הָּנגַהֲהַ אבָצְ יֵלָּיחְַו תוֹלָּיחַ תאֶ  לאֵרְָ
 .םתָּרְמַשְׁמִ לעַ םידִמְוֹעהָ ּ,ונמֵּעַ יֵּנגִמְ ראָשְּׁו
 הרָצָ לכָּמִ םֵליצִַּיְו אּוהְ ךּורבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ םרֵמְשְִׁי
 הכָרָבְּ חַלשְִׁיְו ,הָלחֲמַּו עגֶַנ לכָּמִּו הקָּוצְו
ׂשעֲמַ לכָבְּ הָנּובתְּו  םהֶבָּ םַּיקֻיִו .םהֶידְֵי הֵ
ֹתתיִנחְֲו םיתִּאְִל םתָוֹברְַחּ ותתְִּכְו :בּותכָּהַ  םהֶיֵ
ׂשִי אֹל תוֹרמֵזְמְַל  אֹלְו ,ברֶחֶ יוֹּג לאֶ יוֹג אָּ
 וֹנפְַּג תחַתַּ שׁיאִּ ובשְָׁיְו :המָחְָלמִ דוֹעּ ודמְְלִי
 .ןמֵאָ :רמַֹאנְו .דירִחֲמַ ןיאְֵו וֹתָנאֵתְּ תחַתְַו

May the One who blessed our ancestors 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and 
Rachel, bless the soldiers of the Israel Defense 
Forces, and all who stand guard protecting our 
people. May the Holy Blessed One protect them 
and save them from all trouble and affliction, 
from all sickness and injury and may God grant 
blessing and wisdom to their actions. May the 
words of the prophets be fulfilled through them: 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks, nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anymore. And all shall sit under their 
vine and under their fig tree and none shall make 
them afraid. and let us say: Amen. 
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Hashkiveinu 

Setting by Jeremy Sipe (Year in Israel, Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music Cantorial student) 

 

 .םיִּיחְַל ּ,ונרֵמְוֹשׁ ּ,ונדֵֽימִעֲהְַו ,םוֹלשְָׁל ּ,וניהֵֹֽלאֱָ יְי ּ,ונבֵֽיכִּשְׁהַ
Shelter us with your peace and let all of our worries release, all of us beneath your wings, guard our hearts, 

protect our souls, let us rise up complete and whole, all of us beneath your wings. 

ֵלעָׂ שוֹרפְּו  .םָלוֹע דעְַו התָּעַמֵ םוֹלשְָׁלּו םיִּיחְַל ָ,ךמֶֽוֹלשְׁ תכַּסֻּ וניֽ

 

 
  

 

A Prayer for Guarding, Redeeming, and Freeing the hostages – Kehilat Kol Haneshama, Jerusalem 

Rabbi Chen Ben Or Tsfoni (Senior Rabbi at congregation Raanan - Beit Samuelint) 

 
ׂשְו םהָרָבְאַ ּ,וניתֵוֹמּאְִוּ וניתֵוֹבאְֲ ךרַבֵּשֶׁ ימִ  ,הרָָ
 הָנעָשֶׁ ימִ ,האֵָלְו בֹקעֲַי ,לחֵרָ ,קחָצְִיְו הקָבְרִ
 םירִּוסאֲהָ תיבֵבְּ ףסֵוֹיְל ,הָיֶּנעַמְ תיבֵבְּ הָנידְִל
 לכָּ תאְֶ ךרֵבְָי אּוה ,תוֹירָאֲהָ בוֹגבְּ לאֵיִנדְָלּו
 ,בֵיוֹא ידֵיבִּּ ופטְחְֶנ רשֶׁאֲ תוֹיּובשְּׁהְַו םיִיּובשְּׁהַ
 ,םיחִרָזְאֶ ,תוֹרדָעֱֶּנהְַו םירִדָעֱֶּנהַ לכָּ תאְֶו
 הרָצָּבַּ םיִנּותְּנהַ םדָאָ יֵנבְּו תוֹנבְּ ,םיִלָּיחַ
 ,תוֹאבָצְָ יְי ָ,ךיֶנפְָלּמִ ןוֹצרָ יהְִי .הָיבְשִּׁבַּו

 ,םצָרְאְַל םרֵיזִחְתְַו יבִשֶּׁמִ הרָהֵמְבִּ םדֶּפְתִּשֶׁ
 םפָּוגבְּ םימִֵלשְּׁו םיאִירִבְּ ,םתָיבְֵלּו םתָּחְפַּשְׁמְִל
 .םחָּורבְּו

May the One who blessed our ancestors: 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, 
Rachel and Leah; may the One who answered 
Dena in her torture, Joseph in prison, and Daniel 
in the Lion's Den. God of Abraham, the first, who 
was willing to risk his life for the release of 
prisoners and hostages. May this God bless the 
hostages, taken captive by our enemy, and all 
those missing and unaccounted for: citizens, 
soldiers, men, women and children who are 
imprisoned and in grave danger. May it be Your 
will, God of All, that they be released speedily 
and returned to our Land, to their families and to 
their homes, safe and sound in body and in spirit. 
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 םהֶירֵיקִַּי בֵלבְּ הָוקְתִּ תוֹמּוצעֲתַ ןכֵּשְׁהַ
 הָנּובתְּ ןתֵּ .הפָּורטְ הגָאָדְבִּ םבָּושְׁל םיִלחֲיַימְּהַ
 בֵלבְּ םימִחֲרְַו םרָּורחְשְִׁל םיִלמֵעֲהָ בֵלבְּ
 .םהֶיבֵוֹשׁ
 הרָצָּמִ םאֵיצִוֹיְו ,םהֶיֵלעֲ םחֵרְַי םוֹקמָּהַ
 ,הָלּאֻגְִל דּובּעְשִּׁמִּו ,הרָוֹאְל הָלפֵאֲמֵּו ,החָָורְִל
 םהֶבָּ םַּיקֻיִו ,בירִקָ ןמַזְבִּו אָלגָעֲבַּ אתָשָׁהָ
 יכִבְּ יהְִנ עמָשְִׁנ המָרָבְּ לוֹק" :בּותכָּהַ
 םחֵָּנהְִל הָנאֲמֵ הָיֶנבָּ לעַ הכָּבַמְ לחֵרָ םירִּורמְתַ
ְ ךֵלוֹק יעְִנמִ הָוהְי רמַאָ הֹכּ ּ:וּנֶניאֵ יכִּ הָיֶנבָּ לעַ
ׂש שֵׁי יכִּ העָמְדִּמְִ ךִיַניעְֵו יכִבֶּמִ ְ ךתֵָלּעֻפְִל רכָָ
 הָוקְתִּ שֵׁיְו :בֵיוֹא ץרֶאֶמֵּ ובשְָׁו הָוהְי םאְֻנ
 תוֹנבָּו םיִנבָּ ובשְָׁו הָוהְי םאְֻנְ ךתֵירִחֲאְַל
 .ןמֵאָ רמַאֹנְו )אלּ והָימְרְִי( "םָלּובגְִל

Plant the power of hope in the hearts of their 
loved ones frantic and yearning for their release. 
Grant wisdom in the hearts of those laboring for 
their release, and compassion in the hearts of 
their captors. 

May God's presence spread mercy on them, and 
save them from trouble to wellbeing, from 
darkness to light, from enslavement to 
redemption, may it be swift and soon, as it is 
written in Jeremiah: Thus said GOD: A cry is heard 
in Ramah — Wailing, bitter weeping— Rachel 
weeping for her children. She refuses to be 
comforted For her children, who are gone.  Thus 
said GOD: Restrain your voice from weeping, Your 
eyes from shedding tears; For there is a reward 
for your labor —declares GOD: They shall return 
from the enemy’s land. And let us say AMEN. 

 

We are in difficult times, especially those who are not ready to give up the faith, the promise that we will be 
able to live our lives safely, that nations will not bear sword against nations 

 ברח יוג לא יוג אשי אל

We pray with broken hearts that the abductees return to their homes, where their families have been 
waiting for almost 32 days. 

In the Parashat Chayei Sarah, Eliezer, Abraham's servant, prays to God with these words: 

ׂשעֲַו םוֹּיהַ יַנפְָל אָנ־הרֵקְהַ  םהָרָבְאַ יִנֹדאֲ םעִ דסֶחֶ־הֵ

grant me good fortune (chesed) this day and deal graciously with my master Abraham. We all need chesed, 
we all need grace these days. We all need grace and we all come together in prayer and plea: 

Please, God, grant us all good fortune this day, and deal graciously with us all. Don't let us give up our 
prayers and hope to see them all safe at home soon. Don't let us give up hope for a life of peace and for 
chesed within and around us.
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Psalm 121 

Rabbi Uri Lam (Chair of the Reform Rabbinic Council of Brazil, 
Rabbi of Congregation Beth El in Sao Paulo, Brazil) 

Shalom, Medinat Israel, Shalom Global Mishpachah, kol Israel Chaverim veChaverot. As a Brazilian Rabbi, I 
speak on behalf of our Congregations of the World Union for Progressive Judaism around the world. 

Now at least our eyes make aliyah: we lift up our eyes to the heavens, looking directly into your eyes, and 
asking how can we help our Israeli congregations, how can we help Medinat Israel, how can we help the 
Jewish People. At the same time, we pray for strength and empathy, love and wisdom, for us all. Adonai will 
keep you from all harm, HaShechinah will watch over your lives; HaMakom will watch over your coming and 
going, now and forevermore. 

ׂשאֶ  .ירִזְעֶ אֹבָי ןִיאַֽמֵ :םירִהָהֶ ־לאֶ יַניעֵ אָּ
ׂשֹע ,הָוֹהְי םעִמֵ ירִזְעֶ  .ץרֶאָָֽו םִימַֽשָׁ הֵ
ֶלגְרַ טוֹמַּל ןתִֵּי־לאַ  ָ.ךרֶֽמְֹשׁ םּונָי־לאַ ָ,ךֽ
ׂשִי רמֵוֹשׁ ןשָׁיִי אֹלְו םּונָי־אֹל הֵּנהִ  לאֵרְָ
ֶנימְִי דַי־לעַָ ךְלּצִ הָוֹהְי ָ,ךרֶֽמְֹשׁ הָוֹהְי  ָ.ךֽ
ָלּבַּ חַרֵָֽיְו ,הכָּכֶַּֽי־אֹל שׁמֶשֶּֽׁהַ םמָוֹי  .הָלְיֽ
 ָ.ךשֶֽׁפְַנ־תאֶ רֹמשְִׁי ,ערָ־לכׇּ֯מִָ ךרְמׇ֯שְִׁי הָוֹהְי
ָ ךאֶֽוֹבּוָ ךתְאצֵ־רמׇ֯שְִׁי הָוֹהְי
 .םָלוֹע ־דעְַו התָּעַמֵ

Unto the hills I lift up my eyes: From where shall 
my help come? My help comes from the Eternal 
God, Maker of heaven and earth, who will not 
allow your foot to slip, for your Guardian does 
not slumber. Indeed, the Guardian of Israel 
neither slumbers nor sleeps. The Eternal God is 
your keeper, your shade at your right hand. The 
sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by 
night. The Eternal One guards you  from all evil, 
and watches over your soul. The Eternal One will 
guard your going out and your coming in, from 
now and for evermore. 

 

 
  

 

Testimony – Remembering Yannai Kaminka z’l 

Eyal and Elana Kaminka (Members of Congregation Shir Chadash, Tzur Hadassah) 
Followed by Kaddish 

With Rabbi Naamah Kelman (Hebrew Union College)
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Memorial Prayer (version by Rabbi Dalia Marx and Rabbi-Cantor Shani Ben Or, 
translation Rabbi Lea Mühlstein) 

Rabbi-Cantor Shani Ben Or (Jerusalem) 

 
 ,םימִוֹרמְּבַּ ןכֵוֹשׁ םימִחֲרַ אֵלמָ לאֵ
 ,הָניכִשְּׁהַ יפְֵנכַּ לעַ הָנוֹכְנ החָּונמְ אצֵמְהַ
 םירִוֹהטְּו םישִׁוֹדקְ תוֹלעֲמַבְּ
 םירִיהִזְמַּו םירִיאִמְ עַיקִרָהָ רהַֹזכְּ
ׂשִי תַנידִמְ תובשותו יבֵשָׁוֹתּ תוֹמשְִׁנְל   ,לאֵרְָ
 ,ףטַָו תונקז םיִנקֵזְ ,םישִָׁנְו םירִבְָּג
ׂשבִּ  ,תוֹביתְִנ ,םיקִפָאֳ ,תוֹרדְֵ
ׂשעֲהָ ביתְִנ ,ירִאֵבְּ ,םיעִרֵ רעַַי  ,הרָָ
ּזעַ ףטֵוֹע יבֵּושִּׁי ראַשְׁבִּו זֹע ריִנ ,תיִלוֹח  ,הָ
ׂשִּנשֶׁ  ּ,וחבְּטְִּנשֶׁ ּ,וטחֲשְִּׁנשֶׁ ּ,וחצְרְִּנשֶׁ   ּ,ופרְְ
 תוֹירִזָכְאְַו תוֹּנשֻׁמְ תוֹתימִ יֵנימִ לכָבְּּ ותמְּוהשְֶׁו
 .הלווע ינבו סמח ישנא ידֵיבִּ םחֵרַ אֹלְל
 תוכרְעַמַבְּ תומחולהו םימִחֲוֹלּהַ לכָ תומשנלו
ּ ופרְחֵשֶׁ ,תוננוכה תותיכבו אבצב ,םעָהָ
 םהיתויחאו םהיחא רובעב תּומָל םשָׁפְַנ
  .הרצב םינותנה
 ךיפָָנכְּ רתֶסֵבְּ םרֵיתִּסְה םימִחֲרַהָ לעַבַּ אנא
 תאֶ םיִּיחַהַ רוֹרצְבִּ רוֹרצְְו םימִָלוֹעְל
 .םתָָלחֲַנ אּוה ׳ה .םהֶיתֵוֹמשְִׁנ
 ,םתָוֹבכְּשְׁמִ לעַ םוֹלשָׁבְּּ וחּונָיְו
 .ןמֵאָ רמַאֹנְו

God full of compassion, dwelling on High, find 
perfect rest beneath the sheltering wings of Your 
Presence, among the holy and the pure who 
shine with the light of the heavens, for the souls 
of the residents of the State of Israel, men and 
women, old and young, in Sderot, Ofakim, 
Netivot, Ya’ar Re’im, Be’eri, Netiv Ha-asarah, 
Cholit, Nir Oz and all the other settlements in the 
Gaza Envelope, who were killed, murdered, 
slaughtered, burned and who died in manifold 
and cruel ways without mercy at the hands of the 
men of Hamas1 and at the hands of evildoers. 
And for the souls of all the fighters in the battle 
for our nation, of the army and the civil guard, 
who gave their lives to die for their brothers and 
sisters in need. Merciful God, keep them in the 
shelter of Your wings for eternity and bind up 
their souls in the bond of life. The ETERNAL is 
their inheritance; may they rest in peace, and let 
us say, Amen 

 
1 The word Hamas in Hebrew is spelled on purpose 
without the alef (the spelling of the terrorist 
organisation) to allude to the biblical word Hamas 
meaning violence (e.g. in Genesis 6:11). 
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Prayer for Peace for the State of Israel (from Siddur Tefilat Ha-Adam) 

Rabbi Lea Mühlstein (Chair of the European Union for Progressive Judaism, 
Immediate Past Chair of arzenu, Rabbi of The Ark Synagogue, London) 

 
ׂשִי רּוצ  תַנידִמְ תאֶ אָנְ ךרֵבָּ וֹלאֲוֹגְו לאֵרְָ
ׂשִי  הָיֶלעָ ןגֵהָ ּ.ונתֵָלּאְֻּג תחַימִצְ תישִׁארֵ ,לאֵרְָ
 חַלשְׁ ָ.ךמֶוֹלשְׁ תכַּסֻ הָיֶלעָֹ ׂשרפְּו ָ,ךדֶּסְחַֹ ברבְּ
 ָ ,הירֶחְָבְִנלּו היטֶפְוֹשְׁל ,הָישֶׁארְָלָ ךתְּמִאֲַוָ ךרְוֹא
ּ וכְלֵי ןעַמְַל ָ,ךיֶנפְָלּמִ הבָוֹט הצָעֵבְּ םֵנקְּתְַו
ֹפחהַ ,קדֶצֶּהְַ ךרֶדֶבְּ ֹשּׁיהְַו שֶׁ ּזחַ .רֶ  ידְֵי תאֶ קֵ
 , םיִּיחְַו העָּושְׁי םֵליחְִנהְַו ּ,ונשֵׁדְקָ ץרֶאֶ יֵּנגִמְ
ׂשְו ,ץרֶאָבָּ םוֹלשָׁ תָּתַָנְו  .הָיבֶשְׁוֹיְל םָלוֹע תחַמְִ
 תיבֵּּ וניתֵוֹיחְאְַוּ וניחֵאַ תאֶ הכָרָבְִל אָנ דקָפְּ
ׂשִי  םבִָּלבְּ עטַ .םהֶירֵּוזפְּ תוֹצרְאַ לכָבְּ לאֵרְָ
 ויהָֹלאֱ יהְִיּ ונמֵּעַ לכָּמִ םהֶבָ ימִּו ןוֹּיצִ תבַהֲאַ
ָ ךמְשִׁ ארָקְִנ רשֶׁאֲ ָ.ךרְיעִ םִיַלשָּׁוריִל לעַַיְו וֹמּעִ
 ּ.ונצֵרְאַ יבֵשְׁוֹי לכָּ לעַָ ךחֲּורמֵ לצֵאֲהַ .הָיֶלעָ
ׂשּ ונבֵּרְקִּמִ רסֵהָ  .תּועשְׁרְִו האְָנקִ ,הבָיאְֵו האְָנִ
 .תּוערְֵו םוֹלשָׁ ,הָוחֲאְַו הבָהֲאַּ ונבִֵּלבְּ עטְַו
ׂשִי אֹל ָ:ךאֶיבְִנ ןוֹזחֲ הרָהֵמְבִּ םֵּיקְַו  לאֶ יוֹג אָּ
 :רמַֹאנְו .המָחְָלמִ דוֹעּ ודמְְלִי אֹלְו ,ברֶחֶ יוֹּג
 .ןמֵאָ

Rock and Redeemer of Yisrael, bless the State of 
Yisrael, the dawning of our redemption. Shield it 
with Your compassion and spread over it the 
sukkah of Your shalom. May a spark of Your spirit 
inspire the actions of its elected leaders and 
officials, judges and advisors that they may follow 
the path of justice, liberty and righteousness. 
Strengthen the spirit and the hands of those who 
build and protect our holy land and grant them 
salvation and life. Bring shalom to this land and 
everlasting joy to its inhabitants. Be with all the 
people of Israel wherever they are. Plant within 
their hearts the love of Zion, and may those of 
our people who are so inspired, come to 
Jerusalem, Your city, which bears Your name. 
Spread Your spirit over all the inhabitants of our 
land. Uproot hatred and animosity, jealousy and 
evil. Plant in our hearts love and kinship, peace 
and friendship. And speedily fulfil the vision of 
Your prophet: Nation will not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore. And let us say: Amen. 
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A Prayer and Reflection (by Rabbis Janet and Sheldon Marder found in Mishkan Hanefesh) 

Rabbi Hara Person (Chief Executive of the Central Conference of American Rabbis) 

  ׃המָדָאֲהָ־ןמִ יַלאֵ םיקִעֲֹצָ ךיחִאָ ימֵדְּ לוֹק
Your brother’s blood cries to Me from the ground. (Genesis 4:10) 

Creator of life, Source of healing, grant peace in Your great shelter of peace to our loved one whose life 
ended abruptly through an act of senseless violence. With sadness I recall the joy that they brought into the 
world; those voices and faces we will never forget. May these precious memories console us. Let there be 
light — to guide our way through the shadow of loss. We long with all our being for an end to baseless 
hatred, war, and violence. May a time come soon when no one will suffer or die at the hands of another. 
May our loved one’s souls be embraced by You — free of pain now, held in tenderness and love. We will 
cherish forever these lives now lost: blessings in the bond of life everlasting, blessings here and now. 

Blessed are those who give meaning to our lives, holy and precious is the example they leave behind. We 
pray: may our sorrows diminish as we recall their strength. May their wisdom protect us and help us to live. 
May our grief be transformed into tenderness for those who are still with us. 

 

 
  

 

Hatikvah 

Rabbi Josh Weinberg (Vice-President of the Union for Reform Judaism for Israel and Reform Zionism, 
Executive Director of ARZA) 
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